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WESTON SIDE STORY - ALL AROUND THE TOWN 
Presented by The Weston Historical Society (2008) 
In Partnership with Heritage Toronto (Updated 2019) 


This walk generally constitutes 
Phase 1 of the Weston Heritage 
Conservation District. We celebrate 
some of the early inhabitants who 
have added to Weston’s rich history 
and great sense of neighbourhood. 


1. COMMENCE THE WALK AT 
THE PARKING LOT AT THE 
CORNER OF LITTLE AVENUE 
AND WESTION ROAD 


Before Europeans settled here, 
aboriginal peoples established trails 
for seasonal migration and trade 
purposes. Today’s Weston Road 
was part of the CARRYING PLACE 
TRAIL which ran north from Lake 
Ontario to Lake Simcoe. 


Early settlers continued to use this 
and other trails until the English grid 
style roads were cut through the 
forest. Lt. Governor John Graves 
Simcoe, a veteran of the American 
Revolutionary War, was concerned 
that the small population of Canada 
might invite invasion from the 
south. He encouraged settlement 
by offering land grants to dis- 
charged British soldiers and United 
Empire Loyalists. 


SARGEANT BENJAMIN DAVIS, 


of Butler’s Rangers, and a 
blacksmith, was Weston’s first 
settler. In 1796, Davis was 
awarded a Crown Grant of 400 
acres, Lots 6 and 7, Concession 5, 
west of Yonge Street. The grant 
included all the land from 
Lawrence Avenue to just north of 
Coulter Avenue and from Jane 
Street to the Humber River. He 
established his home and smithy 
in the heart of what would become 
the village of Weston. 


EXTRA. 


PES, 


The York Gazette 


FOR SALE 
On very low terms, the adjoining Lots No. 6 and 7, in 
the Township of York, fronted by the River Humber, 
with a neat small Dwelling House, Barn and other 
out-houses. and about 30 Acres well cleared Land 
thereon. --The Stock consisting of Horses, Horned 
Í cattle, Sheep, & together with a shop and set of 
Blacksmiths Tools will be sold therewith to any pur- 
chaser -- (The excellent quality of the Lands, the 
pleasant situation they are in, and the low price they 
will be sold for must render the purchase a desirable 
one) Good Bills drawn payable at New-York or 
Albany, will be taken in payment. For particulars 
apply to the subscribing proprietor at the Humber. or 
to John Cameron at the Printing Office in York. 
The above premises are within half a mile of a Grist 
and Saw Mill 
BENJ. DAVIS 
Humber, 30th Dec. 1810 


Davis tried to sell Lots 6 and 7 
in 1810 without success. 


By the terms of his Will dated 
January 9, 1813, Benjamin Davis 
left Lot 6 to his wife Elizabeth and 
Lot 7 to John Porter “in considera- 
tion of John Porter’s living with and 
working for Elizabeth my wife until 
he is of the age of twenty-one 
years”. 


The “x” mark indicated that Mrs. Davis 
was unable to sign her name — this 
was not unusual in that era. 


JOHN PORTER lived with Davis 
and his wife Elizabeth (who had no 
children of their own) from about 
1806, when he would have been 
seven or eight years old. Shortly 
after he inherited Lot 7 he bought 
Lot 6 from Elizabeth Davis. Porter 
became a successful miller, farmer, 
and businessman in Weston. 


He was also a “pathmaster” on the 
Humber River. John Porter was 
baptized as an adult four days 
before he married Louisa Longstaff 
on April 21, 1825. 


He was a very devout Methodist and 
never let his mills run on the 
Sabbath, regardless of the 
competition. 


John Porter died on May 25, 1874 
in Weston aged 77 years. 


2. PROCEED TO LITTLE AVENUE 
MEMORIAL PARK 


JOHN MADISON LITTLE and his 
wife Margaret Jane were born in 
Ireland and settled in Weston after 
1864. It must have been a rough start 
because in 1868 their twin daughters, 
Jennie and Jane, died when they were 
only a month old. 


John was an innkeeper who owned the 
Central Hotel (where Shoppers Drug 
Mart now stands) and all the land on 
either side of Little Avenue. This 
acreage included land for the Town 
Hall Lot (present day Ward’s parking 
lot and Little Avenue Memorial Park) 
which he “sold” to the village for five 
shillings. 


In 1883 the Village Council agreed to 
“pay Mrs. Little $20.00 in consider- 
ation of her having freely and willingly 
signed away her rights and interest in 
the property upon which the Town Hall 
is now in the course of being built”. 
John Little died on January 29, 1895 
from cirrhosis of the liver. 


Central Hotel — About 1920 


HERITAGE TORONTO 


Heritage Toronto is a charitable 
organization that advocates for the 
preservation and promotion of our 
city’s rich heritage. For the past 14 
years, Heritage Toronto has organized 
walks covering all areas of the city. 
The walks are researched, designed 
and led by local historians, community 
groups and professionals who 
volunteer their time and energy. The 
Weston Historical Society is proud to be 
one of their many partners. 


Our thanks are extended to TD Canada 
Trust and TD Friends of the 

Environment Foundation who continue 
to provide invaluable financial support. 


WESTON HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 


Phase 1 passed in August 2007. All 
the properties within that area are now 
listed on the Inventory of Heritage 
Properties. This gives Weston a unique 
plan for the future taking into account 
it’s past. 


We would like to acknowledge the 
work of the Weston Heritage 
conservation District Board in achieving 
this milestone. It is through the efforts 
of these individuals that many of the 
houses and streetscapes on this tour 
will have a better chance of being here 
tomorrow and for years to come. 


www-.heritageweston.com 


WESTON 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


For over 40 years The Weston 
Historical Society has promoted a 
respect for community roots and 
heritage structures. In addition to our 
regular meetings, we conduct 
historical walks, cemetery tours, 
house tours, give slide presentations, 
and maintain a display in the library. 


We have published a Pictorial of 
Weston, Memories of Weston - a 
collection of stories by local residents, 
and just recently republished a 
commemorative souvenir book of the 
high school (1857-1907). We plan to 
publish a companion guide about 
Weston’s architecture. 


We have five membership meetings 
each year: they are held on the first 
Wednesday in February, April, June, 
October and December. 


If you would like to visit our office in 
“Eagle Manor” at the NE corner of 
Weston Road and Lawrence Avenue, 
please call for an appointment. 


1901 Weston Road, Unit F, 
Weston, Ontario MON 3P1 
416-241-7618 
416-241-5801 
westonhistoricalsociety@rogers.com 


Although the notes for this walking tour brochure conclude at the corner of Church 
Street and Weston Road, you may wish to return to the starting point by walking 
southbound on Weston Road or through Cruickshank Park. 
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We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the many individuals at the 
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Library’s Canadiana Room for their kindness and courteous assistance. 


3. PROCEED THROUGH THE 
PARK TO KING STREET 
CRESCENT 


JOHN STOUGHTON DENNIS 
bought all the land that encom- 
passes King Street Crescent from 
John Porter in 1843. 


John Stoughton Dennis 


Coming to the area with his family 
in 1830, when he was only 10 years 
old, Dennis grew up in Weston. He 
became a surveyor after attending 
Victoria College in Cobourg and 
after a short time in Toronto he 
moved back to Weston. 


In 1846 he completed the first 
registered plan of Weston. He was 
one of the residents who helped 
secure the passage of the Grand 
Trunk Railway through the village. 


After his marriage to Sarah Maria 
Oliver on September 13, 1848, he 
built his Victorian style home of 
eighteen rooms where King Street 
Crescent is now located. 


Home built by John Stoughton Dennis 


This was the setting for many 
grand garden parties. Although it 
was sold in 1863, the Dennis home 
was still standing in 1920 when 
the area was divided into lots for 
housing. 


Over the course of his career he 
surveyed land from Toronto to the 
Bruce Peninsula, and formulated 
the plan for the Prairie Provinces. 
He became the first Surveyor 
General of Canada and later, 
Deputy Minister of the Interior, 
under Sir John A. Macdonald. 


John Stoughton Dennis died in 
Quebec on July 7, 1885. 


Used by early surveyors, this is an 
example of a "chain" that is normally 66' 
long consisting of 100 links. 


4. PROCEED ACROSS WESTON 
ROAD, EAST ON KING ST. 
NORTH ON GEORGE ST. TO THE 
ENTRANCE OF THE SCHOOL 


In the mid 1800s, several 
greenhouses occupied the land 
between Main and George Street. 
These were owned by JOHN 


BARTON and his three sons, 
Edwin, Alfred and Arthur. John 
came to Canada between 1851 and 
1861 and settled in Weston, where 
he remained the rest of his days. 


As a prominent man in the village 
he was a member of Council and 
was foremost in all public 
undertakings. He was an 
outspoken individual who didn’t 
hesitate to express his dismay 
about community issues to the local 
newspaper or to argue his property 
assessment. 


An aerial view of George Street 
About 1915 including Barton’s greenhouses 


The 1894 Times and Guide notes the 
Barton family had 25,000 pots of 
flowers, 10,000 cabbage, 25,000 
cauliflower, 40,000 celery plants and 
10 acres of onions and tomatoes. 
John Barton died on September 15, 
1914. 


Messrs Barton & Son aro still in the 
strawberry line. V have . orders for 
another hundred = small sheets.” Givo 


them a oall and try the quality, no doubt 
they will be found toothsone, 


An article in the Times & Guide 
June 30, 1892 


5. CONTINUE NORTH ON GEORGE 
STREET TO THE PARKING LOT 
OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


In general, the earliest of Weston’s 
lrish settlers were Protestant and were 
well established by the late 1840s. 
Driven by threat of starvation, a wave 
of Roman Catholic Irish arrived to 
seek a new home bringing little with 
them except their families, their skills, 
and their Roman Catholic faith. 


Sloan plied his trade as a carpenter 
and lived with his wife Margaret, 
and their surviving daughter Mary, 
on Cross Street for the rest of his 
days. 


Tools used by early carpenters 


10. RETRACE YOUR STEPS ALONG 
CROSS STREET SOUTHBOUND 
TO CHURCH STREET AND 
WALK WEST TO THE SE 
CORNER OF WESTON ROAD. 


The WESTON PLANK ROAD 


COMPANY was incorporated in 
1842 by a charter giving the right to 
plank a road from Dundas Street 
and Old Weston Road where the 
Peacock Tavern was located, along 
Weston Road, through Weston to 
Musson’s Bridge (Wilson Avenue). 


The company was authorized to 
collect tolls but could not erect toll 
gates or levy tolls until the whole 
road was completed. Shares were 
sold at ten pounds to finance its 
construction. 


Share Certificate 


The road was made from clear 
pine plank, three inches thick. Toll 
gates were erected to collect fees 
for the upkeep of the road. 


The plank road prospered for a 
time but suffered competition after 
1856 when the railway was built 
through Weston. It was reported 
that the planks heaved and broke 
after six or seven years. It was 
dangerous to the horses and 
repairs became very costly. 


The revenue was generally insuf- 
ficient to carry the project and 
eventually the charter was 
surrendered about 1870. 


The Plank Road Building is still standing at the 
north end of town--on the east side of Weston 
Road, just south of St. Phillips Bridge. 


The art of the harness maker was 
essential to the rural community. 
Great skill was required in making 
harnesses, bridles, etc. The making 
of collars and saddles was 
especially difficult and required 
years of training. 


In May, 1843, and again in July, 
1844, Duffy added small parcels of 
land to his property which would 
indicate some success at his 
profession. He bought more and 
more land stretching from Weston 
Road to the future railway lands 
and from Church Street north to 
Coulter Avenue. By August 1, 1846 
he had become a very substantial 
landowner. 


Robert Duffy was a much esteemed 
resident of Weston and for many 
years was an active worker in the 
Methodist Church. He retired at the 
age of forty, and after the death of 
his wife in 1877 he passed the rest 


of his days living with his daughters. 


9. PROCEED FARTHER NORTH 
ON CROSS STREET 


DAVID SLOAN was living on his own 
in Weston in 1851 at the tender age 
of eighteen. In 1858 he bought land 
on the northwest side of Cross Street; 
then four years later he bought a little 
more than one acre from Robert Duffy 
on the other side of the street, next to 
the church lot. 


In the History of Weston, Dr. 
Cruickshank states “The first 
(Presbyterian) church, built on the 
present site in 1865, was the gift of 
Mr. D. Sloan, and was opened without 
any debt to the congregation.” 


test Canethe 2) en, ely eae A 
Present day Presbyterian Church 
Built in 1880 
Replaced Sloan’s Church of 1865 


Sloan might have helped build the 
church but he did not donate the land. 


Perhaps his faith carried him through 
the death of his infant son, Willie in 
1868 and then the passing of his 
three daughters (Katie, 11 years; 
Maggie & Bella, 3 yrs) from scarlet 
fever in 1877. 


PATRICK DARCY is an example of 
a researcher’s dilemma; very little is 
known about him. 


He was significant in the history of 
St. John the Evangelist parish as the 
man who “secretly” purchased the 
land for the church. It seems at the 
time Darcy, acting on his own 
initiative, was concerned that the 
largely Protestant population of 
Weston might have opposed a 
Catholic Church in their midst. 


He was confident that there were 
enough potential parishioners to 
build and support a church and he 
was willing to take the crucial first 
step and buy the land from John 
Lawrence for 25 pounds in 
December 1852. In any case, the 
transaction was not secret for long 
and the parish has existed over 150 
years. 


St. John the Evangelist 
Roman Catholic Church - 1854 


In the deed Darcy is described as a 
“yeoman”. We have been unable to 
find his name in any of the other 
resources at our disposal. 


6. CONTINUE NORTH ALONG 
GEORGE ST. TO FERN AVENUE 


LAURENT REGNER LEMAIRE 
was born in Belgium on September 
2, 1837. Thirty six years later he 
brought his wife, six year old son 
and his seventy five year old 
mother to Canada. 


Laurent Regner Lemaire 


Mr. Lemaire bought the land at the 
east end of Fern Avenue in 1880 
and then went on to purchase all 
the lots on the rest of the street. 


Lemaire’s home still stands on the SE 
corner of George Street and Fern Avenue 


Laurent Sr. worked at and owned 
part of the Weston Woollen Manu- 
facturing Company. His son 
Laurent Alexander was hired as the 
bookkeeper. 


He was an active member in the 
community — enough to note in the 
newspaper that he was getting 
shutters on his new house. For 
many years he served on the 
Weston High School Board and 
when his wife Cathrine died in 
1894, the high school closed for the 
funeral. 


The Weston Woollen Mill closed its 
doors about 1895, so Laurent 
reinvented himself as a coal dealer 
and married again to a French 
Canadian lady named Arzetia. Mrs. 
Lemaire (the second) died on 
April1, 1907 with Laurent following 
on September 13. 


7. PROCEED ALONG GEORGE 
STREET TO THE SW CORNER 
OF CHURCH STREET 


JOHN PAUL was just 22 years of 
age when he arrived in Weston in 
1824. That same year he obtained 
a lease from miller James Farr and 
set up a cooperage at the north end 
of town in the river valley beside the 
mills. This business lasted twenty- 
five years until the great flood of 
1850. 


According to Cruickshank’s book 
“with so many flour mills operating in 
the district, the small cooper shop 
that John Paul had started in 1824 
became one of the largest industries 
in the village”. 


Tombstone at Riverside Cemeterry 


He joined the militia shortly after his 
arrival and remained a member for 
the rest of his life. He particularly 
liked to be called Major Paul. 


In 1827 he married 16 year old Jane 
Miller and over the years they had 
eight children. On or about July 18, 
1846, he purchased all of Park Lot B 
(Rosemount Avenue to Cross Street, 
Church Street to Fern Avenue) which 
seems to have been a speculative 
venture as he sold it the following 
year to Michael Kempshall. 


A “man for all seasons”, John Paul 
was Weston’s Common School 
headmaster from 1842-1852; he 
then became the local conveyancer 
and Deputy Returning Officer and in 
1854 he became the Division Court 
Clerk, for both York and Peel, a 


position he held until he died in 1888 
at the age of eighty-five. 


8. CROSS OVER CHURCH STREET 
TO CROSS STREET, AND STOP 
BY THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


Corner of Church Street and Cross Street 
Looking west to Main Street (Weston Road) 
About 1910 


WOODBERRY CARD and his twin 
brother Levi were born about 1797, 
in Nova Scotia. It is believed that he 
was in Weston by 1826 with his wife 
and family. He was a cooper who 
seems to have also been a land 
speculator. 


Image of a Cooper (barrel maker) 


In 1831 Woodberry bought 90 
acres of the west half of Lot 7 that 
was originally owned by John 
Porter (from Elm Street to the 
river, from John Street to Coulter 
Avenue). 


Woodberry made a notable 
contribution to Weston when he 
commissioned John Stoughton 
Dennis to survey his land and to 
register the first plan of Weston - 
Plan 5 on July 18, 1846. After that 
he began to sell off tracts of land 
until he held only two lots. 


Not to be outdone, his wife 
Margaret went through some 
changes of her own. At a camp 
meeting she was “whole heartedly 
converted from Presbyterianism to 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church.” 
After Margaret died in 1871, 
Woodberry Card moved to Scott 
Township to be near his brother. 


ROBERT DUFFY and his wife 
Mary Ann, came to Canada from 
the north of Ireland. They met here 
and married on July 17, 1834. 


Duffy bought a quarter of an acre 
from Woodberry Card, on June 24, 
1837, “fronting on the road 
leading from Farr’s Mills to the City 
of Toronto” and he set up his 
harness making business at this 
location. 


